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Skippers Note: SEASON’s GREETINGS!!

Annual Meeting

We had a zoom meeting attended by approximately 25 people on December 9, 2020.
Elections were held. | am told the vote was unanimous. See a list of the newly elected
Officers and Board in this newsletter. Congratulations to all.

Upcoming events: January 1 New Years Day Paddle and a Trips Planning Meeting. You
should have received an email from your group leader asking for ideas and volunteers
to lead trips for the whitewater, sea kayak and flatwater groups. If not, look on the
facebook page. Or send your trip idea and date to your group leader.

If you wish to sponsor a trip but do not feel comfortable doing so, contact an experi-
enced trip leader and ask for help. It is not difficult.

Dwayne James, writing in lieu of Your Skipper, Toni Harris

Trip Announcement
New Year’s Day Paddle January 1, 2021
Trip Sponsor: Dwayne James

Start the New Year out right. Join the club for a refreshing paddle on January 1 at 10:30
am. This year we plan to run the section of the White River that runs from the old rail-
road trail in Broad Ripple down to Riverside Park in Indianapolis. This section should
have plenty of water and pose no problems for paddlers of any skill level. While all types
of boats are usable, | would not want to use a sit on top as the water will be cold.

Pending weather, we will meet behind the Indianapolis Art Center at the put in where E
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67th street and Cornell Ave meet. There is a small parking lot we can use. It will be cold: g

dress properly for your level of comfort. We will run a shuttle leaving at 11 am. Masks
will be worn. If you have covid symptoms or are not sure, stay home. Look for a go-no
go email on December 31 by 8 pm. Questions: dwaynesjamesal@hotmail.com

Editor’s Note: For cold weather paddling tips see our information on the club website
at: http://www.coldwaterbootcamp.com/pages/home.html
https://www.hoosiercanoeclub.org/resources/Documents/Club%20Documents/
PaddlinglnTheColdMonths.pdf
https://www.hoosiercanoeclub.org/resources/Documents/Club%20Documents/
ColdwaterPaddling.pdf
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Sea Kayaking Forward Strokes
Submitted By: Linda Decker Co-Chair Sea Kayak Fleet

In spite of the challenges of 2020, our fleet was able to safely enjoy paddling locally as well as, extended trips to the
Upper Peninsula, Michigan and Kentucky . We had new paddlers join our fleet and lots of participation from our mem-
bers that live in Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky.

Thanks to all the paddlers that stepped up to help with planning and leading our trips!!
To better manage planning, training and communications within the Sea Kayak Fleet, we will have 3 Fleet Co-Chairs for
2021. Here are our responsibilities and a little paddling background.

Linda Decker “I first discovered paddling and primitive camping in
Coordinates SK Leadership the 90s, taking frequent canoe trips to the Boundary
Board member Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. I began kayaking 7
SK Trip Coordinator for Extended Trips years ago. In 2017 I joined HCKC and began paddling
Maintains SK page on Website with the Sea Kayak group. I have been a fleet co-chair

for 2 years. I love sea kayaking because of the diverse
areas and types of water we camp and paddle in.”

Jim Eckerty “The 1980 gift of a 17’ Aluminum cargo canoe was
SK Trip Coordinator for Local & Day Trips the start of regular paddling for me. In 1998 that was
traded for my first Kayak. Both were primarily used
for fishing, hence my bad paddling habits. I joined the
club in 2011, purchasing my first Sea kayak in 2016,
soon baptizing each other in the North Atlantic . Tour-
ing new/interesting areas with old and new friends is

the best.”

Tony Pascuzzi “I’ve been paddling since a young boy. Most of my
Liaison for out of state members early paddling was in a canoe on the streams, rivers
Newsletter & Gear Review and lakes of Michigan. I’ve been sea kayaking for 16
SK Resources years and have been a member of HCKC for 5 years. I

love sea kayaking, kayak surfing and camping. I’'m an
avid (some would say fanatical) Greenland style roller
and love the confidence that rolling provides.”

Planning for 2021
We are beginning early planning for the 2021 season. Our Trip Planning meeting will be in January. Please let me know

if you have a specific trip you would like to lead or have a destination you would like us to consider.
We would also like to know interests you may have for specific training............. Rough water, navigation or other pad-
dling skills
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Remembering Lost Paddlers

It has been a rough year all around. Here are a few links to remembrances of fellow paddlers who passed
this year.

Link to Jim Sprandel Memorial
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https://paddling.com/learn/paddlers-guide-to-cold-water-gear/
https://www.kayakacademy.com/pages/drysuit-guide
https://www.chillcheater.com/baselayers-and-undersuits
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AydyEhjpoTQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qBsWjB8KmpVxFSZ4O4cRtc011K16x3js/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wjO2jf8AqAtNSl9RF0LVE1yKs9HXbV3u/view?usp=sharing
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Oh no! Sorry to hear this. | first met
Jim at Eagle Creek Park in 2013 when
a friend & | were practicing kayak res-
cues. He approached us and gave us
some great tips on how to improve
and then paddled away. Robin Wal-
den-Jansen

Jim was such a bright light in the paddling commu-
nity. Dan and | worked closely with him when he
was newsletter editor and were in his “beta class”
when he was working on his instructor skills. None
finer - great guy, will be sorely missed! Linda Smith




